
January 30, 2017 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians and Community Members: 
 
We are pleased to present you with our Annual Education Report (AER) which provides 
key information on the 2015-2016 educational progress for Harrison High School.  The 
AER addresses the complex reporting information required by Federal and State laws.  
This school’s report contains information about student assessment, accountability and 
teacher quality.  If you have any questions about the AER, feel free to contact me for 
assistance. 
 
The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following website 
https://goo.gl/Rmbfdh 
or you may review a copy in Harrison's main office. 
 
For the 2016-17 year, no new Priority or Focus schools were named; some Priority or 
Focus schools did exit their status because they met the exit criteria. New Reward schools 
were identified using school rankings and Beating the Odds information. A Focus school 
is one that has a large achievement gap between the highest and lowest achieving 30% of 
schools. A Priority school is one whose achievement and growth is in the lowest 5% of 
all schools in the state. A Reward school is one that has achieved one or more of the 
following distinctions: top 5% of schools on the Top-to-Bottom School Rankings, top 5% 
of schools making the greatest gains in achievement (improvement metric), or “Beating 
the Odds” by outperforming the school’s predicted ranking and/or similar schools. Some 
schools are not identified with any of these labels. In these cases no label is given. 
 
Harrison High School currently does not carry any of these classifications. 
 
The Accountability Scorecard for Harrison High School is found in the AER MI School 
Data section of this report.  Further scorecard information will be posted on the district 
website. 
 
The challenges we face include: 
 
The greatest challenge that we face as a school is the pending closure.  Due to enrollment 
declines across the district and across the region, the decision was made last year to close 
Harrison High School at the end of the 2018-2019 school year.  While we continue to 
welcome new students into our school, this decision has accelerated the pupil loss at the 
building level.  This loss of students has created challenges in our course offerings when 
certain courses do not have enough interested students to run.  This reduction has 
impacted some of our athletic programming, and as a result we continue to evaluate our 
athletic teams.  Loss of students, especially with our freshman class, have impacted some 
of our music programs due to less students taking music.  However, through it all there 
continues a strong sense of community at Harrison High School and dedication to finding 
solutions for these challenges. 

 

https://goo.gl/Rmbfdh


You may find multiple years of Annual Reports for all schools posted on Farmington’s 
website https://www.farmington.k12.mi.us/annual-reports.  As part of this correspondence 
the state asks that we provide a two year report on the following topics: 
 
Process for Assigning Pupils to the School 
Students are assigned to Harrison High School by district-designated attendance 
boundaries.  In addition a certain number of attendance slots are available for transfer, 
contingent upon the number of expected district students who enroll in the District IB 
program at Harrison High School. There are unlimited seats for the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme available for current 8th and 9th graders each year. 
Harrison High School is open to the children of any full time employee who wishes to 
send his or her children.   
 
The Status of our Three to Five Year School Improvement Plan 
Farmington Public School District follows the AdvancEd District/System Accreditation 
model.  All schools were NCA accredited through AdvancEd in spring of 2011.  Harrison 
High School's School Improvement Team met monthly with the other elementary schools 
of the district.  Teams were introduced to Michigan Department of Education’s new 
school improvement process.  AdvancEd’s online tool, ASSIST, was introduced and team 
members learned how to use it.  The 2015-16 Interim Self Assessment was completed 
and submitted.  Time was spent reviewing 2015-16 goals, which were developed in 2014-
15 and focused on data analysis and the examination of current data, and completing the 
required 2015-16 diagnostics.  Harrison High School's team used the state’s new 
achievement targets to set the objectives for each goal.  [Each school has its own unique 
set of annual targets for proficiency and progress based upon the number of students who 
demonstrated proficiency in 2014-2015.  All schools must reach 85% proficient by 2021-
2022.]  In May, 2014, Harrison High School along with all district schools worked on 
completing 2015-16 School Improvement Goals and Plans to guide the District 
Improvement Plan.   
 
Our 2015-2016 school improvement goals included the following: 
 All students will be proficient in Math. 
 All students will be proficient in Reading. 
 All students will develop into caring and engaged learners who make informed 

decisions as they become internationally minded in their stewardship of the world 
and its resources. 

 
The following is a summary of progress made in meeting the 2015-16 goals that were 
developed during the 2014-15 school year. 
 

• 2014-2015 school year showed a decline in student suspensions, tardies and 
absences. 

• Harrison continues to make progress towards 100% proficiency through the 
school wide use of Reading Apprenticeship, Professional Learning Teams, 
Common Assessments, Marzano Framework, Professional Development, and QI 
coaches. 

https://www.farmington.k12.mi.us/annual-reports


• New testing for the state have set a new baseline for improvement over the span 
of the next few years.  

• Additionally, the state has moved from the ACT to the SAT with the first year of 
testing taking place during the 2015-2016 school year.  

 
A Brief Description of Each Specialized School 
Harrison High School is a comprehensive High School school offering a wide variety of 
programs and learning opportunities. Harrison also  
 

• is the center for the district International Baccalaureate Program  
• is the home of the district wide Dance Program that is nationally recognized at the 

college level 
• has the newcomer center for ELL Students 
• offers the greatest variety of Special Education Programs in this area of Oakland 

County 
 

How to Access a Copy of the Core Curriculum, a Description of its Implementation, 
and an Explanation of any Variances 
Harrison High School's curriculum is in alignment with the Michigan Grade Level 
Content Expectations and can be accessed through curriculum maps on Farmington 
Public School’s website at https://farmingtonk12-oakland-
public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Curriculum (ATLAS Rubicon).  Courses offered at 
Harrison High School are filtered through a curriculum framing process to ensure that all 
courses are aligned to the MMC and include appropriate relevance and rigor.  
Additionally, Farmington staff members have been involved in The Common Core-
Oakland Project since May, 2010.  The initiative to develop and implement kindergarten 
through grade 12 curriculum in English Language Arts and mathematics based on the 
State adopted Common Core State Standards (CCSS) was undertaken by the twenty nine 
districts of Oakland County, Michigan. The following is a link to informational CCSS 
resources developed by National PTA: 
www.pta.org/advocacy/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3552    
 
Aggregate Student Achievement Results of Local and National  Competency Tests  
During the 2013-14 school year, Farmington Public Schools participated in the Michigan 
Council for Educator Effectiveness (MCEE) Pilot of Teacher Evaluations and used 
Northwest Evaluation Association’s Measures of Academic Progress to monitor student 
growth.  As a result of this participation, once again Northwest Evaluation Association’s 
Measures of Academic Progress was administered to 1st through 12th grade students 
during the spring of the 2015-16 school year.   
 
The Number and Percent of Students represented by Parents at Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 
 

Over 50 percent of our parent population attended our parent teacher conferences last 
year. 

 

https://farmingtonk12-oakland-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Curriculum
https://farmingtonk12-oakland-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Curriculum
http://www.pta.org/advocacy/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3552


We are proud of the work we have done to ensure student success.  Please find below 
some examples of our successes. 

 
• Designated an IB World School 
• 70% of our IB students earned an IB diploma 
• Many of our sports teams were honored by their scholastic and athletic 

achievements. Many students won scholarships and/or academic awards at the 
county and state level 

• Teacher led Professional Development Opportunities 
• Pat Torres, Spanish teacher named district Teacher of the Year 
• DECA team won state and national awards 
• Senior students were offered eight million dollars in scholarships overall 
• Link Crew continues as a strong freshmen transition program 
• Annual Autism Benefit--raised over $2,000.00 for The Autism Society of 

Oakland County 
• Evergreen Status--Michigan Green Schools 
• Urban Garden--indoor and outdoor 
• Farmington United Percussion won the Michigan state indoor percussion 

championships and placed at the World competition this past April 
 
 

The Harrison High School will continue to work diligently and collaboratively to support 
teaching and student learning during the 2016-2017 school year.  We look forward to 
meeting the needs of our students and partnering with our families to maximize our 
students’ successes as learners. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
James Anderson 
Principal, Harrison High School 


